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Plana are afoot for the 
creation of aa alternative 
national organisation to 
the TUC baaed around the 
electric tana union, the 
EETPU. The central reliving 
point appears at thia 
to be a lwlag-like comm¬ 
ittment to no-strike declar¬ 
ations and agreements which! 
will do nuch to aerve the! 
latereata of the bosses'] 
and allow union bureaucrats . 
a free hand to sit in cosy 
'consultations' with manage- 
aeot to shit on their mem- 
bers. 

The National Association 
of Teachers (43,000 members) 
have drafted a document 
calling for a federation 
of independent Trade Unions. 
Whilst not at this stage 
jumping to respond to NAT 
approaches, the EETPU Gen¬ 
eral Secretary clearly 
sees it as a available 
option. In a pamphlet Issued 
to EETPU shop stewards 
he tells them ."We have 
no plans to set up a rival 
TUC, though some alternative 
grouping could well emerge 
especially if other unions 
f o 1 owed us into TUC exile ". 

No doubt the NAT and the 
EEPPI will be looking at 
the no-strike Royal College 
of Nursing and the scab 
breaking Union of Democratic 
Mineworkers. The electric¬ 
ians will be further encour¬ 
aged by the current split 
within the Notional Union 
of Miners executive over 
an attempt by the 'right' 
and 'moderate' executive 
members to open Joint negot¬ 
iations with the UDM. hoi 
the past three years wage- 
rises negotiated by the 
UDM have been imposed on 
NUM members. No doubt the 
existence of an alternative 
l' 1 or 'grouping' will 
be used in-much the same 
way. Agreements made with 
non-TUC Unions will increas- ' 
mgly be imposed on respec¬ 
tive industries, easily 1 
achieved by using an inrrea- ' 
sing number of one union 
deals. * 
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THE MINERS STRIKE 1984. 


Many people might consider 
the creation of such a 
national organisation as 
getting rid of the bad- 
apples and sending them 
off into some 'wilderness'. 
The point is that they 
are not off into the dark, 
they have chosen to join 
Thatchers fold and they 


will be welcomed with open 
arms. It is the deliberate 
strategy of the Tory Govern¬ 
ment to push the Trade 
Union Congress into the 
political wilderness. By 
the TUC’s historic lack 
of desire to fight back 
and by its current preoccu¬ 
pation with 'new realism', 
the Troy Government and 
the bosses are laughing 
all the way to the bank. 

The developing 'split' 
within the trade union 
movement combined with 
trade union laws which 
the TUC is unprepared to 
take on means that no-strike 
one union and temporary 
employment agreements will 
spread throughout sectors 
"I the economy. Under the 
one-union deals struck 
by the electricians, the 
worker cannot choose his 
union, it will come with 
the Job. Not only that 
he won't be able to express 
any dissatisfaction with 
wage. settlements agreed 
by union leaders because 
the very same union leaders 
have already negotiated 
away their right to strike 
action. The union will 
become more than ever an 
arm of the bosses management 
team. 

In the public sector. Jobs 
in catering, sports halls 
refuse collection and parks 
and maintenance will soon 
be up for grabs in the 
scramble of private contrac¬ 
tors. In this arena the 
survival of any trade union 
organisation will be not 
short oi a miracle. Wages 
again will be set and la- 


The Miners Strike of 1984 
exampled some of the best 
traditions of the organis¬ 
ed working claas. Elements 
within the miners and their 
communities learnt very 
quickly that acting within 
a law made by the bosses 
was not on. 


posed by the bosses. In 
the main the current trade 
union bureaucracies have 
bowed to the 'law' and 
Justified their inaction 
by attempting to compete 
with external contractors 
able to undercut wages 
and deliberately run at 
an initial loss to secure 
tenders. The prospect of 
winning the these contracts 
'in house' is minimal. 

Margaret Thatcher and her 
economic iheoriticians 

have made much of the return 
to classical economic^ 
the simple capitalist mech¬ 
anisms of supply and demand. 
It ia about time? that 
the trade union movement 
looked back to its own 
'classical' roots. At times 
in our history anti-trade 
union laws such as the 
combination laws in the 
18th Century. the Taff 
Vale Judgement of the late 
19th Century and the use 
of police and black- leg 
labour to break strikes, 
it was at all times the 
prospect of a physical 
force revolutionary working 
class movement, which caused 
'reformers' of Liberal, 
Tory and 'labour' Govern¬ 
ments to step back and 
chooae to incorporate 're¬ 
spectable* trade unionism. 
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Many choae to fight fire 
with fire, harrassing and 
attacking scab labour, 
defending themselves against 
the assslve police assaults 
and launching attacks on 
Coal Board properties snd 
transport. This was not 
a 'new' violence it was 
the long established clans 
action of the working class. 


The 'respectable’ trade 
union bureaucracies, dis¬ 

tanced over the years from 
their memberships are bank¬ 
rupt . Thatcher and hei 

allies have made a similar 
judgement und are driving 
back Trade Union Organisat¬ 
ions and achievements. 

Ordinary working class 
people unionised and un- 

unionised stand alone look¬ 
ing at a castrated leader¬ 
ship. Real leadership and 
real working class action 
must now arise from within 
the class itself. 










WOMEN AND IRELAND 


R. A. WOMENS TRIP 


traditional data la I lare* 
9th. hat It la calahratad 
around that woe*. It is 
hdld la solidarity with 
woaaa around tha world 
«ho ara trying to attain 
llbaratloo, ba It froa 
r iyra a al w reglaas, ra y riw 
l*u huahaada or repressive 
cultaraa. It la all aacaaa- 


Rad Action agraad to aand 
a doing*tion to lraland 
to attend activities centred 
around the republican 

atruggle agalnat the 

Brltlah Armed Force* 

occupying the North. The 
war in Ireland haa long 
been a subject ea braced 
by Red Action* no it aeeaed 
only natural that the part 
women play In that atruggle 
ahould be recognised and 
supported by our own women 
members and supporters. 
Ten of us travelled to 
Belfast on March 4th, 
however we did not travel 
or affiliate ouraelvea 
with the Official Delegation 
froa England, Instead we 
contacted the Irish 
Republican Socialiat Party 
in Belfast who has accosaod- 
ated Red Action members 
at various tlaes over the 
past few years. There were 
a few reasons for this 
derision. 


The main political event 
of tha trip case on Sunday 
6th March when we attended 
a picket of Maghberry Jail 
about fifteen allea or 
so out of Belfast, where 
some of the women republican 
TOWS are held. We took 
along the Red Action banner 
which brought some bewild¬ 
ered glances froa our 


English ‘comrades'. Thera 
ware a number of speakers 


Firstly, although 
Red Action Women members 
recognise the support given 
to such Issues as strip 
searches and the repatri¬ 
ation of Republican Wcsaen 
PUWs by the 'womens move¬ 
ment ', we do not see the 
war in Ireland as a 'femin¬ 
ist' issue. It la a revolut¬ 
ionary srtuggle that needs 
a class based solution. 
The logical step for us 
was to lake the oppotunity 
to extend our solidarity 
to the i.R.S.P., our hosts. • 
a revolutionary organisation 
such as ourselves. Secondly, 


sentiments exactly when 
she yelled 'keep fighting 
don't let the Bastards 
grind you down'. We noted 
the sectarian treatment 
of INLA prisoners fromi 


support women engaged in 
liberation struggles in 
South Africa and in Palest¬ 
ine, but did not mention 
the saclfices made by Repub¬ 
lican Socialist women, 
who weren't even named. 


It was on the Sunday that 
Mairead Farrell, Sean Savage 
and Dsn McCann were gunned 
down by the SAS men in 
Clbraitor. When the 'strays' 
froa the delegation returned 
to their billets we were 
well impressed with the 
speed in which the 
Republican Community had 
risen to protest at this 
atrocity to coin a phrase. 
Black flags hung from lamp 
posts, burning cars and 
lorries blocked roads, 
and forts were being petrol 
bombed. Even a JCB from 
a timber yard had been 
highjacked and driven 
through a security wall. 


*<► feel 

we simply 

have 

It was great to are the 

nothing 

in roswon 

with 

numbers of people involved 

the feminist movement a* 

in the protest and It hits 

it stand 

s, certainly 

women 

home to you just how much 

involved 

In Red 

Act ion 

the British Media distort 

have on 

occasion met 

with 

what is happening iri 

a lot 

of hostility 

from 

the North. Just about every 


our sisters in struggle' 
and we wanted our trip 
to be enjoyable ns well 
ds educational, if we had 
travelled with the official 
delegation it would have 
been ne 11 her. 


(In the Saturday the dele¬ 
gation attended a meeting 
organised by the I.R.S.P 

which lasted for about 
three hours. The speaker 

explained the history of 
the I.R.S.P from their 

I•»mat ion up to the events 
surrounding the attacks 
0* then movement bv ex 
members which the British 
media called the leud within 
the Itish National 
Liberation Army (the I.R.S.P 
armed wing). 

There was a quest ion and 
answei session alter which 
the prisoners support group 
co-ordmator told us of 
the neod to set up such 
a group iesa Sinn Fein 
withdrew support for I NLA 
pi i.vmers from their own 
support organisation 'Green 
Cross'. All in all. it 
was very educational. After 
the meet ing we were all 
very thirsty and at the 
tnsistame of our hosts 
we retired to a tail (or 
liquid refreshment. 


day we are told that a 
Msall bunch of terrorists^ 
are spoiling an otherwise 
peaceful (•immunity. They] 

then go on to tell us ihati 
these terrorists are 

'psychopathic animals' 

with nothing in their minds 
except to kill and muime. 
After visiting Belfast 
it is plain to see that 
nothing could be* further 
Irum the truth. You havsj 
only to see the thousand# 
who march in Republican 
funeral Processions and 

demonst rat ions. 

As for the 'mad dog' image, 
the people are just like 
us, they take their kidaj 
to school they watch foot¬ 
ball on the box, they drink, 
take the piss out of each 
other and have a good crack. 
The difference is theyi 
are fighting a wai. They 
are reacting no differently 
than English people would 
react if a foreign army 
occupied their country. 

The trip was very education¬ 
al and j great crack. Many 
thanks to the I.R.S.P for 
their hospitality. The 
delegal ion was very success¬ 
ful and we will definately 
be back for next years 
Internatlunal Womens Day, 
if not sooner. 
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Dook reveiw 


Northers Ireland, Ibe Momsms Mr, 
Fairwemther, McDonough and McFsydmn. 


Falrwsather and friends book is a documentary type 
account of womens lives is the sis counties making up 
'Northern Ireland'. It covers evsrythlsg from faally 
life, love, aes, sea, the church to their experiences 
of fiftsen years of war, some of them as active members 
of the IRA. The section on Protestant women is Interest¬ 
ing and provides a good lntroductloe to geoersl protest- 
ant and saioaist minds. 

The stories of many women reflect the concerns cosmon 
to all women. There are harrowing stories of doasstlc 
violence and rape in the 'home'. The powerful role of 
the Catholic Church in holding up the permanence of 
snrriage ties many women down to a life of constant 
pregnancy and continued beatings. The problems of unem¬ 
ployment , bad housing and poor medical and child care 
provisions are at s level far higher than that exper¬ 
ienced by people over here. More than that the people 
have to adjust and readjust on a day to day basis to 
the war outside their door. 

For aany within the Catholic and Nationalist population 
life becomes a dally struggle in which they try to make 
the best of things and see that the kids get somethin* 
on the table. Others undoubtedly leave the country. 
Some however, remain and It would seem to he an Increase 
in number who choose to stay and get stuck into fighting 
for change as women. 

The chapter on women in the paramilitaries ahowa the 
advancing role ol women in the Republican Movement. 
The wixnen not only Join a battle against the British 
State but also a battle foi womens rights and recognition 
within the Movement. One woman volunteer explained 'You 
ore constantly fighting a battle for equal status...part¬ 
icularly with the newer members....If a guy makes a 
mistake its different, but If a woman does, it )ust 
reinforces their prejudices that you aren't competent 
in the first place. I think this has deterred a lot 
oi women and put them back into accepting more minor 
roles. Scxse women did not have ntnor roles. One Volunteer 
admits, 'I work with explosives'. Her friend interjects 
'She's just being modest when she says that. She ia 
one of our top explosives experts. The expert recounts 
with humour 'It’s been embarrasing for me- at times walk¬ 
ing into a room full of men to teach them about explo¬ 
sives. You can hear a pin drop when they set* it's a 
woman. But once you have put them at ease and make them 
feel equal it Is OK'. 

Active Republican women see that 'there is no contra¬ 
diction between fighting for the liberation of our 
country and fighting for the liberation of women'. Other 
women remain cynical, Cathy Hat km of Women Aid says 
'Printing articles in Republican News about women doesn't 
neccessarily imply a committment tu their liberation! 
Indeed, as the pages of this book demonstrate and others 
on Ireland the Sinn Fein has not 'taken on' the Goliath 
of the Church and come out in favour of abortion 
rights Nor does it push with the vigour many women 
see as essential,on the general question of Womens Liber¬ 
ation. From the views expressed by the Republican Women 
and others there is a lot of sound ideas and undetstand¬ 
ing. They are slowly burying the old view of Republican 
Women sitting at home loyally awaiting the return of 
the 'boys'. 

Only Our Rivers Run Free is a book that ahould be read 
by all. The writers give the women they interviewed 
plenty of space for their description of their lives 
and their opinions. What it showed for me was that 
against all odds wusen in Ireland are moving forward 
in their pc itical conciousness and that is encouraging. 
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RED ACTON TRIP TO BELFAST 
AUGUST 1908. 


meers it would be a 
valuable experience 

There will debates an 
discussions with our host 
the IISP. 

Any persona laterestai 
should contact Red Actio 
by PO Sox No as soon si 
possible. 


SUPPORT 

REDACTION 


'ft' 

4 ‘ I <*JJk . Wtffc 


Red Action b am organisation founded by working cta» 
people to work for Ike furthering of Ike cause of 
Socialism. Membership b open to all who accept our 
poNlkal principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every 
member kas an equal vote on all Red Action policy and 
decisions. 

If yon Nippon our aims bat do not wish to become a 
member, yon can become a supporting member. This does 
not entitle yon In vote, but yon will receive: 

1. A free subscription to the newspaper. 

2. A regular internal newsletter tbal will keep yon 
informed of wkat b going on In tke organisation. 


3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your tret 
The com for this b f 10 for one year. 


Subscriptions to the paper are stiN available separately. 
Tbc cost b£J pounds for ten issues. Please remember tbal 


are always very grateful for any donations, and especially 
grateful to anyone wbo can take extra copies to sei. 


PO box 158 
Hatfield 
" Herts 

















summit fc 
nothing 


for 


In what Mat rank aa tha biggest public ralatlons exercise 
•var, tha leaders of the Super-Powers aanaged between 
thw to aake talks on ansa control look like a soap opera. 
In between Reagan shouting 'hunan rights' and Gorbachov 
answering 'Perestroika' the two leaders Managed only 
alnlaal progress towards a Strategic Arna Treaty but 
found tine to star In nuMrous photo opportunities. Ronnie 
also found tlae to meet sons 'disagreeable' Soviet dissi¬ 
dents but somehow aanaged to avoid an equally 'disagree¬ 
able' group of Aaerlcan Indiana who were In 'The Evil 
Eaplre' protesting about U.S hypocrisy over huaan rights. 
Now aurely aoaeone as obviously senile as Ronald Reagan 
shouldn't be allowed within a Billion alles of such lapor- 
tant and coaplex negotiations, let alone play s leading 
role in then. Obviously, the only reason Reagan was in 
Moscow was for the benefit of the Maas Media, which was 
also the only reason for the London stop-over, where 
his speech at the Guildhall was virtually a party polit¬ 
ical broadcast lor the Tory Party. It was so awful that 
several people burst Into t 




Outside the Guildhall a small crowd protesting over U.! 
Involvement in Nicaragua were kept well away from th« 
Reagans, presumably in an attempt to protect the od4 

couple from the 'disagreeable' sight of Alexei Sayle. 
Afterwards, the Reagans flew back to the Stales and left 
a world reflecting on missed opportunities. Mainly lh< 
reduction by half of strategic nuclear weapons, which! 
looks even further off now, than before the Moscow Summit. 

This can only be due to Reagans lnlatance on scoring 

political points over his Soviet counter-part. Also, 
the U.S inaistance on leaving loopholes in the treaty, 
so that arms reduction in one field can be turned into 
arms development in other fields, bodes ill for the 
future. 

Perhaps Mikhail Gorbachov should get himaelf a good 

astrologer. 



5S talkin bouta 
S revolution 


Tracy Chapman wan one of the more credible performers 
to take the atage at Wembley to honour Nelson Mandela. 
At a time when the music scene is awash with the same¬ 
ness of the 'tits and bums ' promotional video and ever 
ao 'naughty and nasty' metal posers, Qiapasn comes as 
a welcomed break. 

'Little black gets assaulted 
Ain't no reason why 
Newspapers print the story 
And racist tempera fly 
Next day it starts a riot 
Knives and guns are drawn 
Two black boys get killed 
One white boy goes Blind 
Across the Uses. 

The contrast between Qtapaan and the likes of Whitney 
Houston ia stark. Chapman uses her powerful and emotive 
to provoke and invite change. 

to provoke and invite change. Her blackness la one hun¬ 
dred per cent. Whitney Houston embraces the bland pop 
would of the marketing men and follows Nlcheal Jackson 
in the pursuit of whiteness. 

The Unaccompanied 'Behind the Wall' la a Haunting testi¬ 
mony to the powerless isolation of battered women. The 
propaganda of 'hla house, his money, hla wife' and the 
makes vlcliaea. Make sure you are listening. 

'Sweet laxy 

'Sweet laxy life 

Champagne and caviar 

I hope you'll come and find me 

Cause you know who we are 

Those who deserve the beat in life 

And know what moneys worth 

And those whose sole misfortune 

Was having mountains of nothing at birth.' 

Moontains of Things. 



ignjing 
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How that tha hysteria generated by the "Invasion of 
Germany" has abated and the facts arq examined there 
can be little doubt that the whole event was orchestrat¬ 
ed, manipulated and exploited by a very sinister firm 
Indeed who call themselves "The Media”. Along with a 
even more powerful and vlaclowa nob known as "The Tories" 
they organise and co-ordinate vlsclous attacks on their 
opponents. Well before the "Kick Off" la a literal sense 
they had threatened the public with this type of gratuit- 
ituoe coverage of violence, drunkemeas and hoolignaiM, 
and they duly delivered. 

The 'military', strength, calibre and moral of the oppos¬ 
ing stales of the English, German and Dutch was weighed 
end assessed after every "clash". It was more than a 
"blow by blow" account, every "burp" and "fart" was 
reported as well. Interviews were conducted with the 
"Generals" or any dickhead stupid enough to talk to 
them. He could then confirm the following day, by reading 
the newspaper haw "vile", "moronic" and "notorious" 
he had become. One of then quoted in the Mirror promised 
the usual mayhem and actually said, "We will fight then 
on the beaches" reciting Churchill, which was solemnly 
recorded. He nay of course have actually been "taking 
the piss" or he night not even existed, but in any case 
It is a fitting example of "media hype". 

I 

By and large it was all a hype. On the Wednesday night 
| in Dusseldurf the "greatest night of violence",there 
were 371 arrests, only 18 were English as against 353 
Germans. A police spokesman, Wolfgang Rodax, admitted 
"neither before or after the game were the English the 
ones who started the street battles, fights and brawls." 
Of the hundreds of English fans that were arrested during 
the championship, all but 20 were released without charg«*,- 
So what then was all the fuss about? 



Aa a black faMle protest singer, Qiapaan would seem 
more approplate to the late sixties rather than the 
current era of yuppiedan and reaction. She sings uplift¬ 
ing verses with soul and political clarity.' It's surpris¬ 
ing that she has got substantial backing for the releaae 
of thia album. I recall a line from a Clash song 'Turning 
rebellion into money'. Thia may prove to be the case 
but lets hope Qiapaan gets to write her own story. 

Although dealing with hard realities Chapman doesn't 
Just sing the blues. She observes the truths and returns 
with passioned optimism. If you won't go into something 
with a bit of depth and no nonaenrr, two fingers to 
those with 'mountains of things'. 

'Poor people gonna rise up 

And take whaats theirs 

Finally the tables are starting to turn 

Talkin 'bout a revolution'. 

Talkin 'bout a revolution. —I 



tracy chapman-debut Ip. 


In 1985 Thatcher "declared war on tha hooligans". They 
ware presented as a thraat to civilisation. Public Enemy 
No 1, etc. Three years on,despite a number of wall publi¬ 
cised but lnopparable schemes, she was no nearer auceoe. 
Her "lnviciblity" was in question. Something Mat be 
done. It also provided an opportunity to test public 
reaction to a number of right-wing solutions to the 
"problem" ( withdrawal of passports, ID cards etc. ) 
which if aimed at any other section of the population 
would be regarded as a thraat to civil liberties. They 
were confident nobody would defend the rights of football 
supporters / thugs; they were right. Nobody did. That 
apart the purpose of the propaganda campaign mounted 
by the media was simply to recover the "high moral 
by the media was simply to recover the "high moral ground 
on which to relaunch Thatcher's crusade against the 
Hooligans. The original offensive had floundered wily 
weeks earlier when a trial involving the Chelsea "Head¬ 
hunters had collapsed due to the police tampering with 
the evidence. 

At the tlae all the papers carried photos of the youthful 
members of the Jury cavorting with the defendants, cele¬ 
brating there aquittle Under headlines like "WE SAVED 
YOUR BACON". The effect was to deflect the questions 
about to be asked about the integrity of the police 
by suggesting questions ought to be asked about the 

integrity of the Jury. The Jury role was of course purely 
academic as the judge had ordered them to aqult. Four 
other separate trials subsequently collapsed after the 

discovery of fabricated evidence. Things looked very 
bleak for the authorities. 

However after the propagander "win" in Germany, confi¬ 
dence had been restored and within a week not only had 
the Operat-on Own Goal been clawed back, but they had 
gone one up. Four Mllwall fans were given a total of 
29 years in what was a clear example of Judicial revenge 
for the previoua humiliations suffered at the hands 
of the "louts". In passing sentence the Judgr admitted 
that while no individual acta oi violence could be attri¬ 
buted to them, he was satifled they were all involved. 

Shades of the Sharpeville six. Easy to see where the 

Boers got their bad habits from. 

INNOT MONTTIS EDITION 'RED ACTION' EXPLORES THE FASCIST 
UUVVNBLTION. 


70 Years in Strugg 


Well, according to the image , 

portrayed by papers such hal s P*°P lc like the 

as the Daily Mirror, Kelson !^ 1 "»"* lo n MP John 
Mandela is the rightful ' aI ll*le are not Just being 
leader of the Black South P** 11 * or minded when 

Africans, a warm hearted ,flry sa * 1 lhat BBt. ’are 

humanitarian, respected, Klv,n * alr Hi* to organisal- 


alaost statesman like, the 
world over. 

But thia makes it all a 
little bit contusing he 
la surely, afternll, nothinu 
more than a terrorist, 
that is the usual description 
used by the media, to des¬ 
cribe anyone who uses vio¬ 
lence In pursuit of their 
political objectives and 
that was the very point 


ions that will 
kill innocent 
South Africa’. 


They realise, 
is s member of 
organisations 
gives them 


as Mandela 
one of t hese 
and stl11 
his bac king. 


it h important to keep the 
'political' out oi 'political 
prisoner' when referring 
to his organisation. 


that was irritating me as 11 OB * that 

I sat and watched the seven- th * U(M? ol P^>‘ ra * 

tieth birthday celebrat ions a * tt ' n * t 1 ‘W rw,0 J vr *•** 
being held at Wembley in ,a P*>1 iticml rather that, 
his honour. a crl * lnaI «*. the- perhaps 

mure questions would be 
The politics were played raised about certain persons 
down, there were no political s little nearer home, 
speakers, the USA was taking*,. 

six hours of recorded cover- Yur a ln " 1 • nce * »" « Ja ‘»* 
age which they could then *" Brltrtln und lhc ,r '" h 
edit any political content Blx tou " U * s <»»«•>«■ th*re 
out oi U. As I watched are ■“* hundred an, ‘ ~*cnty 


out of it. As I wa 
a well known, over 
DJ, crowing on about 
wondertul it was that 


•bo., ho. 
llwt lhc “ d " , « 


are six hundred am* seventy 
eight prisoners Iron the 
republican movement alone 
(excluding socialists and 


politics had not encroached loyo1 ** l ?>• for 

on the fun, 1 wondered what P*’*»^ ml I y motivated 

they actually though. he tr »mes and that in 1981, 
was in prison lor in the 00 * ul ‘ hr * " ho « ,1 «*' l * d 
first place. u * an MP to «rilish Porlls- 

/w*nt died on hunger strike 
When they announced that* t R httn K * or fhe r»ghi to 

the event luid raised upprox-recognised nn a political 
imately two aiilion pounds, prisoner of war. That man 
1 lound myself shouting*** ^ibby ^an*® the 

at the TV, ’and I hope 1 1 Bri• tab Government refused 
all goes to buy guns’. 'Why lo recognise him as anything 
have you got to say that'' 0 !***** than a terrorist mu. h 
said ay old lady, in one ln the so. Ml] thl 
of those voices that despalrs African g<»vc**i*eni rcluse 
at the lunatic iringe which 10 recognise Mandela as 
always has to spoil the anything other than a terror- 
fun for no reason other * 81 * 

than to promote violence. 

'Because' I replied ' that for tnese reasons 

this is the reason he's l *' at should support the 

still in jail betause he tikes of Mandela, Sands, 

will not renounce the right for theii determination 

of his people to partake not to be criminalised, 
in the armed struggle to For their belief that the 
free their country'. fight against an oppressive 

regime cannot be compromised 
Despite all of the publicity, by wonts but must In* fought 
that is the point most people tor by the use -.1 trmed 
missed. that if Mundela atruggle. 
and hit Comrades renounced 
the use of violence and 

armed struggle, they could 
walk free tomorrow. 











WE ARE 
RED ACTION 



RID ACTION IS AN ORGANISATION KHMIMl TO WORK TOWARDS 
THE ENDING OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM Of PRODUCTION AND 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIALIST ONI 

CAPITALISM TV seed of capital a»d Mow caawrt rm ha rarooriM. la 


Dag dm Iw Ugh* wagn. toon* town air. R b la tor 


> oo4 am Ike totemlt of toe OMjortty (hr loo tyttetwt 


Ann Englishman Vic Adana a colliery engineer fron South 
Yorkshire was wounded during the SAS executions of IRA 
Volunteers Matread Farrell. Danny McCann and Sean Savage. 
Adaaa waa on holiday with hla wife in Gibraltar was 
walking in the town that fateful afternoon when he felt 
a burning sensation and found later that a rlcochettlng 
bullet had passed through hla shirt gracing his cheat. 

There has been aedia speculation that Adaas will noe 
be a key witness at the inquest In Sept caber. The Minis¬ 
try of Defence has confiraed that Adaas has been paid 
coapensation for hla Injuries but refused to disclose 
the aaount. A faaily friend was quoted as saying. Vic 
is deeply worried about the consequences of witnessing 
the shooting. They have been visited by representatives 
of various govemaent departaents and 'others' in the 
last three weeks. 1 can't say who the 'others'are who 
have visited' 

Hefnre an already controversial inaueat with national 
and international iaplicationa, agents of the government 

belatedly discover a 'kev witness'. He is then ' 
(brieied’i, regularly al hoae by mysterious gentleaen 
(M16?) and when challenged MOD do not deny that he has 
already been paid an undisclosed sun of aoncy in coapen- 
satlon (bribe?). It may turn out that Mr Adaas is pure 
as the driven snow and when he gets in the witness box 
'he will tell the truth the whole truth and nothing 

but.'. However given the extraordinary circumstances 

surrounding tne case this seems like a very blatant 
rase of - He'll pay half now and half later. 


Special arrangeaents to save the A,400 residents of 
the City of London froa paying a poll tax of soae 19000 
a head after 1990 were agreed last march by MPs. Instead 
the residents of Britains smallest but richest city 
will be faced with annual charges of about (235 a head 
excluding the cost of Education Services. 

In future when you hear the rich exclmla that "Otarity 
begins at hoae", Tom'11 know Its their own homes their 
referring to. 


Forty-Five French Generals and Admirals have been given 
s spectacular public reprimand by France's Minister 
of Defence for questioning the authority of President 
Francois Mitteiand, Coaaander in Chief of the country's 
armed forces during the recent Presidential election. 
The Officers Declared in a communique that Mr Mitterand's 
rival Mr Jacques Chirac was the only one of the two 
candidates in whom they had confidence. 

The group includes a former Chetf of Defence Staff, 
former heads of individual armed services and a foraer 
Chief of Military Staff at the Presidential Palare. 

A very Britlah Coup with French subtitles ? 



"Where in the whole wide world can you find a more Jumt 
society than South Africa." P.W. Botha. 

"Piet Botha la still a liberal." An Afrikaner farmer 
who has defected to the ultra-right Conservative party. 


"lliey put a baby's dummy In ay mouth, .covered ay head 
with a wet sack, then connected electric wires to ay 
toes. My whole body waa filled with the moat aerious 
pain." William who was never c uirged with any crime 
was just 11. 



The cartoon on the right appeared la the London Evening 
Standard the day after "oer allies" the OS shot am Iran¬ 
ian passenger plane eat of the Miy killing 190 men women 
ead children. The cartoon oa the left waa la the asms 
peper oa Friday March 17th. taring that week the working 
class nationalist of West Belfast had camaa to bmry 
BO loan than eight asabers of their amenity. The Brit¬ 
ish Army and the loyal lets claimed four oath. 

Oa Monday 20th March there were no "humourous" cartoons, 
la complete contrast the editorial spoke of "feelings 
of last lag indignation", "Iafamy", aad "tatrsge”. This 
was la reference to the capture, by unarmed stewards 
of two armed undercover soldiers who had driven at high 
speed into a IIA funeral procamaloa. They were sahee- 
qneatly shot by the IIA. It really aaeae doaen't it, 
as if they actaally believe that la daaliag with pala 
aad death, that they aad theirs have a monopoly on suffer 
-lag 

-lag. Through these cartoons it la possible to aae the 
real face of the ruling class, the arrogance, vladlctivea 
-sees and inhaasnlty. Bat prehape la the ead, it is 
their utter hypocrisy which ia the aoet striklag, the 
aoat dishonest and so the Boat unforgivable. 


Tax fraud has soared since the Tories caae to power 
in 1979, but aore staff are still employed tracking 
down the suspect claiaants than the tax dodgers. 

There were 53 cases of Tax Evasion involving aore than 
£100,000 in 1979. By last year that had risen to 248 

cases of which six Involved aore than (1,000,000 in 

Tax. 

Tax recovered fr«xs fraud cases rose from £122,000,000 
in 1979 to £741,000,000 recovered last year reckoned 
by experts to be the tip of the ice berg. There are 

only 2,600 officials employed on Tax Fraud cases while 
there are 2,724 employed on benefit fraud cases who 

recovered only £55,000,000 in 6,603 prosecutions reckoned 
to be the bulk of it. This is contrast to the 326 Tax 
Fraud prosecutions yielding over thirteen tiaes aa much. 
There ia nothing like having rour prlorltes right, but 


rlorltl es. 


NIGHT THOUGHTS 


"All the Govemaent wasted were hand-picked laagea of 
the caaflict aad this coaatry has still refused to ac¬ 
knowledge the cost of It. I think that what we were 
supposed to have fought for v*is worth defending but 
it turned out that the people who sent ae there did'nt 
believe in those things thcaaelves." 

Robert Lawerence. Ex-Guards officer and 'hero' of Tuable- 
down. 

"I often here that when people go into police stations 
they get treated roughly. Perhaps half of the problea 
is they Just don't.. .Perhaps we are not aa condemnatory 
aa we should be. Perhaps we have gone too soft on them.” 

Peter labert. Commissioner Metropolitan Police. 

"Detective Sergeant Laurie Cork told ua that fabricating 
verbal confessions waa Just ■*«? of life at the Yard." 

Time Out's John McVicar after he secretly taped a conver¬ 
sation with the furaer police officer. 


"Mikhail Gorbachev is by far the ablest Soviet leader 
since Stalls." 

Foraer US President Richard Nixon. 

"We are like the Britlah S.A.S except we try to catch 
our victlaa without killing thoa." 

Chief Inspector Dieter Scherer, head of the Geraan S.E.K. 

"If s omeone cried havoc and aet loose the Dbgs of Her, 
I think It ia a perfectly legitimate line of inquiry... 
To ask who that wee." 

Mr Patrick McGrory lawyer for the faallles of the three 
IRA members executed in Gibraltar. 

"The general belief expressed even by protectant paraail- 
ltariea and politicians is that the IRA ia definitely 
the superior force, - Better trained. Better disciplin¬ 
ed. braver because aore coamltted, aore efficieet be¬ 
cause aore Intelligent." 

The right wing Economist conclusion after comparing 
Loyalist paraailitaries and the IRA. 

"For seven and a half years I've worked along side him 
and I'm proud to be hie partner. We've had triumphs, 
we've aade aistakes, we've had aex....er Set-backs." 

CeorRc Kush on Ronald Reagan. 

"Tbyte are a bleaalag, they get tickets to the people 
who value thoa aoat. All thle criticism la ailly hyster¬ 
ia. They are buying and selling and taking a commission, 
its no different than what happens on the stockmerket." 

Theresa Coraan. Tory MP for Billerrlcay. 



SOCTAIJHM ll k totponiMr for m today to tay north whrt a isrtaRn tytteiw »l 


Howmr torn are «oaw Intern tort weald ken to b* pmrwt to my weirty. More 
mr eewM hr wRtog to r asddrr b at tsrtrtbf. 

PLBLK OWNERSHIP Only wkte aM of tor aRer pradwclke mwm md 
Matey wv tokn into pwh* owemhip. wR b to potdkir lor Ik* dmorra* wR of 


aaaatr. Tito meg to ■ amah* ianeaw Is pradsrdm sad *rabk. 

CONTROL OF SOCIETY Al Stow win octepy portion of power aad arthorhy 
wR be elected by tooa day rrpmrrt and whjrrt to nog. 

FREEDOM AND LOCALITY Altfk npeebd to rartrtortcio pradwettos sod 


TV matt wt* ptwvidr adrquMr fxrRdu to rater far tor on* of tor • 
ksadksppdd. aanfag nothm Hr. whs «R Ml mrafv* ■ fug »age. Al < 
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INTERNATIONALISM Thr rs pt f tot rroworaic tyttoM k lakrd op totrnutiona*. 
tomforv tor areggir to ottrthrew I k a wortdwtdr oar. Al woeim nerywhree 
ban Rr «amr totem* ll k bwp n .dto c for . orto l.w lo extol to kotottoa to oar 


NO PARIJAMF-NIARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM SwUm ramot V achtetrd 
toreegb tor partaewrtary niton, tom to. rart perm to nttoty toy* an rtto 
dMtod MP» tort wUfc rich tod m trtah u i and tor kndrrt of tor aretod farm, poker 
jadktory Hr. TV prom tirvetum raaart V rvformrd try Mart to eitrthrow" 
TV Labour Parly don aM try to rad capMaVn. bn amt) ghr tor worker* a bttttr 


l NION STRE NGTH. WE SUPPORT ANY PKRET UNI IN DEFENC E Ol 
WORKI.RH LIVING STANDARDS W. tappun . wrong orgaaVd rank aad fKr 
novrsHM wbhto tor wtom l too* offtotob tooeM V leppontd » to* m *ry 




TOTAI OPPOSITION TO RAC ISM AND FASCISM Wr appomd my atotmrrt 
or Urology .Met attempt* to dkidr tor working dam oa grwaad* of ran. mv or 
tmd. W, mogabr tor and to oppnr fnrV orgattoMton. both MrrdogMh aad 
pfcydnlymtoritm*. 


THI IRISH NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE AGAINST CNR OWN 
Rl I.ING CT.AHft Wr rappon to* right of pppma r d propb IV world ot*r to fight 
bark. Wr mcoadbtoaaly teppon (to right of tor •vtobdtoaary arsdrt IV Irkk 
Rcpehbrm Amy. md IV Irtrt Natloort librnttoa Amy. to rngagr to xnard 
«tm*gtr to frr* ihrtr roaairy from Brtlkb ndr. Wr draw great iatpfratioa lion IV 
priariplrd md roafiproet naaan to wfcfch tory coadact tortr tintgglr. md from IV 


THE “C OMMl NIST' STATUS TV orphan to rowalrirt tark at Ratais. Cktoa 
C uba etc, armed * naiwptet to try md prate toriahm uadniraMr. la oar tirw. 
Ulkoegk ihrtr coealrirt hate ptoaard eraaosdn. tort rmaot V dnolVd at 
wiriabw. Wr contend that toctobtai cannot V imptommird Irani abotr by m 
uaorroealaMr rebag rbte. Pub* oworrtbip. Irrrdon md dmocract are al 
narwhal Imam of tortobwe and to iVtr abtrwrr it cannot nht. Wr teppoH tor 


polkin. Al IV tome time kowetrr. wr rveugak* IV fMIkehin that tlatet tack at 
Nkara«m-md otkrrt part sad prvwal-farv. Iran capita*! harked nmvmrt 


i a tocUMM tytten 
r to imp a r t tom 


White ton* tlatet ranato pragrrwitr. 


of Mlf trtected a tadmkt aad toirbrctml, wko witM akwdete aMkorky ot*r tor 
nrnhmkip. SBck ■ drertwr* lad>. href) hremtr th*rr rm V so trar dmorrary to 
awk a id up, sad rarrapdoa torn wt> to. and trroadh hrrsaw (tone teadtog IV 
ae ga ababaa ar* «o tar Ivtoa n d from tor mriWn of working daw Mr. It cannot 
rttote prapHly to tool dam. A mabMtooary tortobtt orgstotaSoa awt« V roatpoMd 
of sad lad by working daw prop* ll awn! ramgnbr that so IrsdmMp k toimunr 
frm romiptioa sad V iraefy d m a rra* to bt toterwd wrartum. ll iwwal V nady 




M boom in lb pobbev Only tore wg M hrgto to V aMr to rrfste to tor 
ag cton. awwl of wheat today an ryaind M art into Iwwardt tor 
boa^bfl. W* ra ra gab . tort »rrt n Vbooory working dm party to «ctmry 
babmt k to V overthrowo Wr an sot tort pony, arblwr art thaw r mpt 
drtnt to V N. Wr wR work to krrp slv* a tradition of working daa 
ary. mtl tack lint aa rwowgk aMMsrtt rm V braoght togrtfcrr to fsm that 


















































